New antibiotics designated decatromicins A and B were isolated from the culture broth of Actinomadura sp. MK73-NF4.They were purified by butyl acetate extraction, silica gel column chromatography, silica gel TLCand Sephadex LH-20 column chromatography. Decatromicins A and B inhibited growth of Gram-positive bacteria including methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus (MRSA).
During our screening for new antibiotics, we have isolated new antibiotics, decatromicins which were produced by Actinomadura sp. MK73-NF4 (Fig. 1 ).
Decatromicins A and B had a macrocyclic lactone structure containing a tetronic acid, similar to kijanimicin^, saccharocarcins2 3) and pyrrolosporin A4 5). Decatromicins showed antimicrobial activities against Gram-positive bacteria and were not active against Gram-negative bacteria.
In this paper, the taxonomy of the producing strain, isolation, physico-chemical properties and biological activities of decatromicins A and B are reported. The structural studies of decatromicins A and B will be described in the following paper6).
Materials and Methods

Microorganism
The decatromicins A and B producing strain, MK73-NF4 Table 2 . An analysis of cell wall hydrolysate of the strain revealed the presence of mesodiaminopimelic acid. The whole-cell hydrolysate of the strain showed the presence of madurose as a diagnostic sugar. These data indicated that strain MK73-NF4 had a type III cell wall and a type B whole-cell sugar pattern. 3400, 2960, 1760, 1690, 1640, 1550, 1530, 1440, 1330, 1240, 1170, 1140, 1080, 1025 Good fellow: Taxonomic revision of the actinomycete genera Actinomadura and Microtetraspora. Syst. Appl. Microbiol. 13: 148-160, 1990 
